Template to collect material for a DCUSA change proposal
8 June 2017,  
I find the DCUSA change proposal form confusing and repetitive.  This document proposes another way of collating the items of information that are needed to complete that form.
[bookmark: _Toc262902366]High-level summary
	Title
	

	Statement of intent
	


The title should be one line and will be used in all documents about the change proposal.  The statement of intent should be one or two paragraphs and will be used on the DCUSA website.
	Proposer
	

	Proposer representative
	


The proposer will usually be a licensed company that is party to DCUSA, or a person authorised by Ofgem to raise the change proposal: please say which in the proposer box.  Contact details are needed for a named individual to act as representative of the proposer.
	Impacted clauses
	

	Impacted parties
	

	Part 1 or part 2 requested?
	

	Urgency requested?
	

	Working group requested?
	


Only a few words in these boxes: either a short list or a yes/no answer.  Give details below.
[bookmark: _Toc358459642]Why change?

[bookmark: _Toc358459643]This text needs to identify either a material defect in the current arrangements or another compelling reason to make a change.
[bookmark: _Toc358459644]Proposed solution

[bookmark: _Toc358459646]This text needs to provide a concise description of what the proposed change would achieve and how.  Whilst a working group might be convened to define details of the solution, merely identify a problem without finding a solution is not enough for a DCUSA change proposal.
Draft legal text

[bookmark: _Toc358459647]Failure to provide a draft of the changes to the text of DCUSA might indicate that the solution has not been sufficiently developed to raise a DCUSA change proposal.
Implementation timetable

[bookmark: _Toc358459648]Implementation timetable is often controlled by the DCUSA Panel or a working group, but the change proposal should include a view as to what would be feasible and desirable.
Impact of the proposed change

[bookmark: _Toc358459649]The proposal may include an impact analysis particularly when a change has been developed in another forum before raising a DCUSA change proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc358459651]Are any Ofgem Significant Code Reviews relevant?

When Ofgem is conducting a Significant Code Review, there are restrictions on raising change proposals.  See clause 10.22 of the DCUSA document.
[bookmark: _Toc358459652]Does this change depend on anything else?

[bookmark: _Toc358459653]Use this section to identify any pre-condition for the implementation of the proposed change, such as connected changes to other codes.
Does anything else depend on this change?

Use this section to identify whether anything else in the industry will depends on the implementation of this change.
Is urgency requested?

A change proposal should be treated as urgent if it relates to a current or imminent issue that if not urgently addressed may cause significant adverse commercial impact upon any person, significant adverse impact on the safety and security of the distribution system, or one or more Parties to be in breach of regulations or laws.
[bookmark: _Toc358459655]Is Part 1 or Part 2 treatment requested?

Part 1 matters are subject to Ofgem approval.  Part 2 matters are subject to a qualified majority vote of DCUSA parties.  The criteria are in clause 9.4 of the DCUSA document.
[bookmark: _Toc358459656]Is a working group requested?

A working group will be needed unless the change proposal documentation provides full details of the solution and of its impact.
[bookmark: _Toc358459657]Which relevant objectives apply and why?

The Charging Objectives apply for changes which affect DNO charging methodologies.  The General Objectives apply for changes which affect other parts of DCUSA.
Would changing better achieve the relevant objectives?
The relevant objectives are quoted overleaf using the words of the distribution licence (which have legal precedence over the words in the DCUSA document, as well as better grammar).












[bookmark: _GoBack]This section should establish whether implementation of the change would have a positive, negative or neutral impact on the achievement of each of the applicable relevant objectives.
DCUSA General Objectives, from Part A of Standard Condition 22 of Distribution Licences
22.2 The Applicable DCUSA Objectives are these:
(a) the development, maintenance and operation by the licensee of an efficient, co-ordinated, and economical Distribution System;
(b) the facilitation of effective competition in the generation and supply of electricity and (so far as is consistent with that) the promotion of such competition in the sale, distribution, and purchase of electricity;
(c) the efficient discharge by the licensee of the obligations imposed upon it by this licence;
(d) the promotion of efficiency in the implementation and administration of the DCUSA arrangements;
(e) compliance with the Regulation and any relevant legally binding decisions of the European Commission and/or the Agency for the Co-operation of Energy Regulators; …
DCUSA Charging Objectives, from Part B of Standard Condition 22A of Distribution Licences
22A.6 The first Applicable Charging Methodology Objective is that compliance with the Relevant Charging Methodology facilitates the discharge by a Distribution Services Provider of the obligations imposed on it under the Act and by this licence.
22A.7 The second Applicable Charging Methodology Objective is that compliance with the Relevant Charging Methodology facilitates competition in the generation and supply of electricity and will not restrict, distort, or prevent competition in the transmission or distribution of electricity or in the participation in the operation of an Interconnector.
22A.8 The third Applicable Charging Methodology Objective is that compliance with the Relevant Charging Methodology results in charges that, so far as is reasonably practicable after taking account of implementation costs, reflect the costs incurred, or reasonably expected to be incurred, by a Distribution Services Provider in its Distribution Business.
22A.9 The fourth Applicable Charging Methodology Objective is that, so far as is consistent with the first three Applicable Charging Methodology Objectives, the Relevant Charging Methodology, so far as is reasonably practicable, properly takes account of developments in a Distribution Services Provider’s Distribution Business.
22A.10 The fifth Applicable Charging Methodology Objective is that compliance with the Relevant Charging Methodology facilitates compliance with the Regulation and any relevant legally binding decisions of the European Commission and/or the Agency for the Co-operation of Energy Regulators.
22A.10A The sixth Applicable Charging Methodology Objective is that compliance with the Relevant Charging Methodology promotes efficiency in its own implementation and administration.
22A.11 A Relevant Charging Methodology achieves the Applicable Charging Methodology Objectives if it achieves them in the round, taking one objective with another, and having due regard to any particular implications for the determination of Use of System Charges or Connection Charges under any other Relevant Charging Methodology.
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